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Section II – School Synopsis

Lang Ranch Elementary School

Learn Laugh Lead

     “Saddle Up!” Welcome to the Ranch, where you are in for the ride of your life. Along the trail you may wonder, why does Lang Ranch Elementary (Lang/The Ranch) have an extensive waiting list for future Wranglers? How does The Ranch maintain API scores of 924; the highest scoring school out of the 30 schools in the Conejo Valley Unified School District? Why does the community flood the parking lot and surrounding streets for the 50 evening events conducted during the school year? Why do international dignitaries, surrounding universities, and Beginning Teacher Support Providers utilize Lang as a model school for instruction and technology? Hold on to your hat, and discover life at The Ranch.

     Lang Ranch Elementary, enthusiastically known as The Ranch, provides an environment where everyone feels that school is an extension of home. Ranch life is rigorous and rewarding, as Wranglers make contributions, set goals, and work hard to achieve them. Parents and staff understand that just like on a working ranch, you need to get up early, roll up your sleeves and work hard to achieve. Students, staff, School Site Council (SSC), and the PTA believe that Lang is one ranch where all of the Wranglers learn, laugh and lead together.

     When you enter through the front doors, you can sense the heartbeat of a great school. The 10 year old, newly constructed building is simply a ranch house built to envelop dedicated, hard-working Wranglers. The large lobby is rich with pictures of daily events, student work and awards.  The inner halls of the school display constantly changing student work including standards-based writing samples from all 750 students. Walking into a classroom is like walking into a great book.  Surrounded by student work, it is evident that all students take great pride in their accomplishments and school.

     How has so much been accomplished in such a short period of time?  The answer lies in a highly-qualified staff, unwavering support of parents and hard working students.  Each grade level meets weekly to discuss lesson plans and student success and needs.  Our leadership team truly represents every teacher and ensures that the master plan developed in the Single School Plan (SSP) is derived from data, brought to life from research and works to achieve goals through hard work. Our “magic formula” is strong communication between peers, standards-based instruction, and faith in one another to bring our skills, creativity and strengths to everything we pursue.  We are confident that we will find the right solution knowing that none of us travel in this journey alone, and as a team of experts, we can truly take risks and accomplish anything collectively.

     An elaborate system of communication enables our 35 teachers and 750 students to maintain a common vision of success for every child. In the 2007 school-wide needs assessment, 100% of the parents felt that they were informed about events at The Ranch, and 99.2% felt The Ranch was meeting the needs of their children. Mike Soules, General Manager of Teachscape Higher Education in partnership with Robert Marzano, Joe Torgeson, and Grant Wiggins states, “We search nationwide to find inspiring, world class schools where real leadership, real teaching and real learning are happening.  Lang Ranch is one of the few schools that exemplify all we are searching for.”

     So grab the reins and giddy-up!
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