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Office = August 10, 2009

Classrooms = August 27, 2009

            Reading Makes Me Smile
WRANGLERS ON THE MOVE
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August, 2009

Dear Wranglers,

Welcome back to school partners.  The Ranch’s upcoming twelfth year looks to be one of the most exciting years to be a Wrangler at the Ranch.  Teachers have been working for some time to make sure that every day of this year will be well planned and that each of you will have every opportunity to be the best you can be.  I read a quote by an 8th grader that really impressed me.

“It is not enough to be good if you have the ability to be better.

It is not enough to be very good if you have the ability to be great.”

By Alberta Lee Cox grade 8

What makes this quote important to me is that an 8th grader said it.  She realized early in her life that there is real joy in being the best you can be.  It is my wish for you that Lang Ranch supplies each of you an opportunity to soar knowing what William G. Spady said is also very true.

“All students can learn and succeed, but not on the same day in the same way.”
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In our never-ending quest to make the first day of school exciting and fun for parents and students, we have started planned activities as early as August 15 with the K day in the park. Your teaching staff is very excited to start the year off by letting you know how much we value parents as part of the Lang Ranch team experience.  We count on all of our parents to take a very active role in their child’s education in every way they can.  We know that every family structure is different, and we will give a large menu on how you can fit your child’s school experience into your busy schedules.

On Tuesday, August 25, things start picking up.  Your teachers will be in a site based in-service all day.  On Tuesday, August 25, I would like to invite all of our new students in grades one to five to attend a new school orientation at 3:30 p.m. in the cafeteria. Most of our parents have toured the school but this orientation gives your child the same opportunity and also a time for the new students to meet the principal and to start to get a feeling of what their year is going to be like.  We hope for an instant connection where everyone can feel the Lang Ranch Wrangler spirit.  Also on Tuesday, August 25, at 2:30 p.m. there is a kindergarten orientation in their new classrooms so that every kindergartner can meet their teacher and see their classrooms with their parents present.  This is the time where parents can take pictures and work through any issues of separation the parent or child may be having.  This special time will make it much easier for the first day of school where parents are not allowed into the classroom for the first few days.  This is a very special bonding time for students with their peers and their new teachers.  If you think back to your own kindergarten experience, most students fall in love with their kindergarten teachers.  Please set aside your personal feelings and allow your child the opportunity to experience the first few moments of kindergarten on that special first day without you in the room.  Working through any issues before the first official day of school makes every moment of the big day exciting and fun for everyone.  This philosophy also pertains to first graders whose parents will be having an orientation at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria on Tuesday, August 25.  This is not a Back To School night like kindergarten is having.  It is a shorter night to help every parent know how things will be changing for them and for their children.  First grade is a bigger jump into the academic world than kindergarten was.  This night will be a great opportunity for any general questions you may have to be answered.
[image: image5.wmf]By Wednesday, August 26, we will all be so excited about the year getting started that everyone will bring with them big smiles and an eagerness to get started.  With all of this Wrangler spirit being felt so strongly, your PTA has organized the evening to focus on all that is just about ready to unfold for each of our special Wranglers.  At 4:00 p.m. class lists will be posted by the lunch table side of the school on the windows of rooms 30 and 32.  They will be posted on the cafeteria side of the school, because PTA is hosting a welcome Shave It dessert from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.   The student store will be open with all kinds of items including spirit wear and book jackets.  We are also strongly encouraging anyone who buys lunch to pay Ms. Miller (new cafeteria manager) during this event.  It will save everyone incredible amounts of time to set up your lunch account a day ahead of the first day of school. So come and celebrate your child’s classroom with the rest of the school. 

On the first day of school, Thursday, August 27, 2009, PTA will be hosting a coffee in the cafeteria after the bell rings at 8:25.  This will be a great time for many of you to connect with our neighbors and learn more about the school and catch-up on everyone’s summer.  With 725 students and 32 teachers, it is important that we keep working at staying connected to our neighbors, PTA, School Site Council, and school administration.  Talking, sharing, offering constructive ideas all help make a highly effective school.

When a new year begins, everyone is anxious to know who the teachers are and what grades they are teaching.  There is always the possibility of change, but at the time of this writing, class numbers seem to be fairly firm.
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	TEACHER
	EMAIL
	GRADE
	ROOM

NUMBER
	VOICE

MAIL

	Carolee Maloney
	cmaloney@conejo.k12.ca.us
	K -  A.M.-
	3
	303

	Alex Martin
	alexmartin@conejo.k12.ca.us
	K -  A.M.-
	1
	301

	Kim Nelson
	knelson@conejo.k12.ca.us
	K - P.M. -
	3
	313

	Susan Speidel
	sspeidel@conejo.k12.ca.us
	K -  P.M.-
	1
	311

	Cynthia Hall
	chall@conejo.k12.ca.us
	       K/1 -
	5
	205

	Number of classrooms (K)
	4+.5=4.5
	
	
	

	Kris Falde 
	kfalde@conejo.k12.ca.us
	1  -
	6
	206

	Cynthia Hall
	chall@conejo.k12.ca.us
	       K/1 -
	5
	205

	Ann-Marie Matter
	amatter@conejo.k12.ca.us
	1  -
	9
	209

	Teri Sweet
	tsweet@conejo.k12.ca.us
	1-
	7
	207

	Nancy Tracy 
	atracy@conejo.k12.ca.us
	1/2 -
	12
	212

	Jane Traut 
	jtraut@conejo.k12.ca.us
	1  -
	8
	208

	Number of classrooms (1st)
	5+.5=5.5
	
	
	

	Shannon Alexander
	salexander@conejo.k12.ca.us
	2  -
	14
	214

	Megan Jones
	meganjones@conejo.k12.ca.us
	        2 -
	10
	210

	Diana Mareno
	dmareno@conejo.k12.ca.us
	2 -
	11
	211

	Susan Moore
	smoore@conejo.k12.ca.us
	2 -
	15
	215

	           Kristen Nordstrom 
	knordstrom@conejo.k12.ca.us
	2  -
	16
	216

	Nancy Tracy
	ntracy@conejo.k12.ca.us
	1/2 - 
	12
	212

	Number of classrooms (2nd)
	5+.5 =5.5
	
	
	

	Ann Balfour
	abalfour@conejo.k12.ca.us
	3-
	26*
	226

	Inge Barnhart
	ibarnhart@conejo.k12.ca.us
	3 -
	19 
	219

	Paula Golem
	pgolem@conejo.k12.ca.us
	3 -
	27*
	227

	Kim Hargrave
	khargrave@conejo.k12.ca.us
	3 -
	18 
	218

	

Nancy Milei
	nmilei@conejo.k12.ca.us
	3 -
	28*
	228

	              Bob Rhoads
	rrhoads@conejo.k12.ca.us
	2/3-
	17
	217

	Number of classrooms (3rd)
	6
	
	
	

	Lisa Cain/Vicki Calle
	lcain@conejo.k12.ca.us  vcalle@conejo.k1.ca.us 
	4+
	32
	232

	Kim Carroll
	kcarroll@conejo.k12.ca.us
	4 +
	30
	230

	Veronica Virgen
	            vvirgen@conejo.k12.ca.us
	4 +
	31
	231

	Renee Vlerick
	rvlerick@conejo.k12.ca.us
	4 +
	33
	233

	Number of classrooms (4th)
	4
	
	
	

	Andrea Ackmann
	aackmann@conejo.k12.ca.us
	5 +
	36
	236

	Clark Barnett
	cbarnett@conejo.k12.ca.us
	5+
	34
	234

	Allison Ginter
	aginter@conejo.k12.ca.us
	5+
	25*
	225

	Kevin Lynch
	klynch@conejo.k12.ca.us
	5 +
	37
	237

	Erin Sendejas
	esendejas@conejo.k12.ca.us
	5 +
	35
	235

	Number of classrooms (5th)
	4 + .5+4.5
	
	
	

	Pat Akers (K-3)

	pakers@conejo.k12.ca.us
	Learning Center

K-3
	23*


	223



	Sandy Shaffer (4-5)
	sandyshaffer@conejo.k12.ca.us
	Learning Center

4-5
	24*
	224

	Total number of classrooms
	32
	
	
	


-
=
Maximum capacity = 22
+
=
Maximum capacity = 36

*
=
Detached classrooms from the main building

School Hours:

8:25 - 11:45
AM Kindergarten and combination Kindergarten
11:15 - 2:35
PM Kindergarten

8:25 - 2:35
Grades 1-5 and 1st grade combinations
Campus supervision will be supplied for grades 1-5 starting at 7:55.

Students Arrival at School/School Safety:

We are requesting that no child be on school grounds prior to 7:55 a.m.  This is an important safety issue because there is no campus supervision before that time.  All students that arrive before 7:55 will be required to wait in the front office.  Because the campus supervisors are all outside, there is no supervision in the inside [image: image8.wmf]halls.  We have found it very important that students not enter the building until the bell rings at 8:25 a.m.  This being true, it is important to be dropped off on the Sandhurst and Knightsbridge sides of the school.  Kindergarten, first, second, and half of third grade will find the Sandhurst side of the school the easiest to drop off at.  Half of third grade and all of fourth and fifth will definitely find the Knightsbridge side of the school the most convenient. We realize that cutting through the building for many seems attractive, but the building is not supervised thus making it unsafe.  The Sandhurst parents and students must walk around the building to reaching the odd numbered classrooms from 5-19.  We hope this explanation is clear so that it becomes a no issue this year.  
[image: image9.wmf]The Knightsbridge side of the school allows parking all the way down to Parkview.  This is a very safe location for drop-off and pick-up because no student will have to cross a street or a driveway entrance.  The office greatly encourages the use of the school side of Knightsbridge for pick-up and drop-off.  We have actually placed a campus supervisor after school down on the street so students can be monitored even when parents are parked down past the school.  Knightsbridge is a guaranteed instant pick-up and drop-off location. The front of the school is not designed for student drop off or pick up at the beginning and end of the school day.  The front parking lot is for adult business and no students should be dropped off or picked up at that location before or after school.
Safety is our number one concern!  If you enter the Sandhurst parking lot and are dropping off a child, you will find yourself in a yellow curb zone.  This means an adult must remain in the car at all times with the engine running.  If a parent parks his/her car in the yellow zone, it stops traffic for all those lined up behind.  Several of last year’s parents found themselves facing a $40.00 fine for leaving their car in the yellow zone.  PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE follow the yellow curb rule.  If you do not follow the rules, the entire system falls apart and tempers fly.  If you drop off on the Knightsbridge side of the school, be very careful of the very few bikers we have that exit from there.  The parent behind the wheel of a 3000-5000 pound vehicle has a huge responsibility and would never be able to forgive him or herself if any student were hurt.  PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE DRIVE SLOWLY.  Allow plenty of time to pick up your child.  Pick-up and drop-off is not a time to rush.  (Refer to the map on the last page of this notice.)  We also request that you do not use a cell phone when near the school.  Any distraction from your driving could disable you from making a quick decision and saving a child’s life.  A phone call can always wait five minutes.  

The Ranch is a secured location.  This means that from 8:25 a.m. until the end of the school day, no one is allowed onto the campus unless they come through the front office.  It is important to sign in and put on a badge.  This is done for two reasons:  1) the office wants to know at all times who is on the campus and 2) We love to say “Howdy!”

The safety of your child is our number one priority, and we trust that these few safety rules will be followed without exception.  Please treat every situation as if it was specifically written about YOUR child.

Any student arriving at school after 8:25 a.m. must come into the front office and receive a tardy slip.  Excused tardies are limited to illness or documented doctor visits.  Any student receiving more than six unexcused tardies or absences will be referred to the State Attendance Review Board (SARB) for corrective action.  It should be noted that the district is no longer using the term unexcused.  They now refer unexcused absences as truancies. Parents unable to get their children to school on time will receive formal notification from SARB after six, twelve and eighteen unexcused tardies or absences.  Letter three will demand a meeting with the parents and child at a formal SARB review board meeting.  Members present at the review [image: image10.wmf]meeting are the police, a member from the District Attorney’s office, Lang Ranch Elementary, the District Office, Social Services, and community members.  We have had very few families needing to attend these meetings and hope that the office and Lang Ranch families can work closely together so that such a meeting will never be needed.

Reading Counts/Library:

[image: image11.wmf]For some first graders and all second through fifth grade classrooms, Reading Counts! is a computerized reading program focusing on comprehension.  This computerized incentive reading program will be done somewhat differently at each grade level and each teacher will be helping to set goals for each student. There are many ways parents can support this program.  Key to the program is a lot of reading time at home.  Read, Read, Read is the solution to becoming a good reader for most children.  We have about 16,000 books in our library, with nearly all of them part of the Reading Counts! program.  The Library is having its first book fair September 18-25. One hundred percent of the profits go directly to the Library. At the book fair, Mrs. Meade, the librarian, has asked the teachers to make a “wish list” of new books they would like to have for your children in their classrooms.  This is a great time to support your teacher and get appropriate books directly into your child’s hands on a daily basis in their classroom. The Book Fair starts up the second week of school so get read to support your children in our READING ROCKS program! This has been very successful in the past thanks to your very generous donations.  The modern library of today has so many wonderful aspects to it.  To keep it running efficiently requires hundreds of hours of volunteer help.  If you have not given your name to Mrs. Meade and have an hour or more a week to volunteer in one of the most magical rooms in the school, please give a call to Mrs. Meade at 241-4417, ext. 262.

School Communications:

[image: image12.wmf]For any school to be effective there must be an active communication system in place.  On a regular basis you will be receiving the following:

· Monday, Office newsletter – it is very important that parents always read this document! (ON LINE!) Starting in September we go paperless and all weekly bulletins are e-mailed to you unless you have requested not to do so.
· Web Page at http://www.langranchelementary.com.  We are counting on parents using the web page a lot.  It will be constantly updated included weekly bulletins, calendar, cafeteria menu, and teacher web pages. Remember the Lang Ranch Elementary weather station updated every five minutes! Check it out weekly.

· Regularly scheduled teacher communication – most teachers send home a weekly or biweekly letter

· Three report cards.

· One mandated progress report and the possibility of two more – when needed.

· Second to fifth grade Star testing at the end of the school year, May (commonly being mailed home in August).

· E-Mail - All teachers have an e-mail address. Most, but not all, are set up the same way. Example:  bbaker@conejo.k12.ca.us.  All you really need to know is your teacher’s name.  (See the web page)

· Voice Mail - All teachers have a voice mailbox.  They have been requested to check them daily.

· If you are at school on Fridays, you can watch KLRN (K Lang Ranch Network) and find out all the “fun stuff” going on around the school according to the students very own television station.

· Forgotten items need to be dropped off in the office for delivery to the classroom or cafeteria.  This avoids interruption to classroom instructional time.  Do not walk directly to the classroom with forgotten items.

During the week of October 12-16, formal conferences will be set for all parents of students in grades 1-5 (minimum day schedule).  Teachers and parents learn a lot about the children at this conference, but it is important for parents to remember that they can have a conference whenever they feel it is necessary.  We encourage you to keep your teacher informed about any of your child’s life that will help us to do a better job.  Please don’t put off the handwritten note, e-mail, note in the assignment notebook, voice mail, or simply stopping by after school if you have something you feel is important for us to know.  We try to be proactive, and we hope you will too.  As much as we want you to feel fully informed of all aspects of your child’s education, it is important to remember that each teacher has 20 to 36 students and they often have to spread themselves very thin.  It is important to limit your communications to no more than one time a week unless there are special circumstances.

[image: image13.wmf]School Lunches:

Lunch tickets are sold at any time, but we are really encouraging you to buy your first set of tickets the night before school opens.  Ms. Miller (new L.R. cafeteria manager) will be by the lunch tables from 3:00 until 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 26, to help the first day go smoothly.  We are averaging between 300-400 lunches a day in our very own cooking kitchen.
The school meal prices for 2009-2010 are as follows:

Daily Cash
$3.25 

Discounted Lunches
$60.00 for 20 meals ($5.00 savings)                                                           

Milk (8 oz.)
$.50 – no increase


Juice (4 oz.)
$.40 - no increase


Adult Lunch (without beverage)
$3.25 (including tax)


Milk (Adult)
$.55

(Food services is able to accepting credit/debit card for payments)
By the end of August the Child Nutrition division of the District will have new menus posted for the beginning of school.  To get a copy of the monthly calendar simply go to the district web site, which can be easily accessed from www.langranchelementary.com .  Go to Departments A-N and click on Child Nutrition.  


The school district does not supply school snacks.  If you wish to have a recess snack for your child, you will need to send one from home.  Since recesses are only 20 minutes long, it is important to make the snack small enough so your child will still have play time.

If your child needs to purchase a lunch or buy a new set of lunches, he/she needs to come to the cafeteria as soon as he/she gets to school.  When students go to lunch, they will be required to remain in their seats for a minimum of fifteen minutes to eat lunch.  When their area is totally cleaned up, they will be dismissed to have safe and monitored fun on the playground.  Any parent of a student with allergies to specific foods needs to notify the health office, front office, and the cafeteria manager, Ms. Miller.  Those students with severe allergies can be seated at a posted food-“allergy sensitive table.”  

School Site Council/PTA:

Both of these groups offer you the opportunity, as a Lang Ranch parent, to get involved with all aspects of your child’s educational experience.  School Site Council (SSC) is made up of six elected parents and six selected staff members.  Both groups work in harmony to help supply a curriculum program that meets all state and local requirements and at the same time meet the unique needs of the Lang Ranch community.  The Ranch receives several budgets and one of the most important is reviewed on a regular basis by SSC.  During the review process, the SSC recommends the best ways to spend the money so that the money and curriculum needs are in alignment.  When a need is determined, money can then be allocated to make sure that any need receives proper funding to support the necessary improvements.  SSC meets nine to ten times each year.  Anyone is welcome to attend a SSC meeting.  The date of the meetings will always be posted in the weekly office newsletter.
School Site Council Voting Members:

	Name
	Title
	Home

Phone
	Work Phone
	Address
	City
	E-Mail

	Baker, Brad
	Principal
	582-2004
	241-4417, ext. 322
	2450 Whitechapel Place
	Thousand Oaks
	bbaker@conejo.k12.ca.us

	Berg, Douglass
	Parent/GATE DAC

Alternate SSC
	492-2638
	
	3578 Lang Ranch Pkwy
	Thousand Oaks
	Berg4@roadrunner.com

	Brankovic, Julia
	Co-PTA Pres
	492-2363
	
	2854 Limestone Drive
	Thousand Oaks
	jbrankovic@verizon.net

	Daniels, Andrea
	Co-PTA Pres
	241-6496
	
	2774 Florentine Court
	Thousand Oaks
	Crzymom200@aol.com

	Dority, David
	Parent
	492-5847
	427-2616
	2721 Parkview Drive
	Thousand Oaks
	dorityfamily@verizon.net

	Kilgore, Pam
	Classified
	
	241-4417, ext. 300
	2450 Whitechapel Place
	Thousand Oaks
	pkilgore@conejo.k12.ca.us

	Mayling, Cindy
	Parent
	241-1878
	
	2599 Renata Court
	Thousand Oaks
	cindymayling@yahoo.com

	Meade, Jane
	Alt/Classified
	
	241-4417, ext. 262
	2450 Whitechapel Place
	Thousand Oaks
	jmeade@conejo.k12.ca.us

	Milei, Nancy
	Teacher
	
	241-4417, ext. 228
	2450 Whitechapel Place
	Thousand Oaks
	nmilei@conejo.k12.ca.us

	Reader, Denise
	Parent/Chair
	241-9442
	338-3822
	2876 Sandhurst Avenue
	Thousand Oaks
	dreader3@verizon.net

	Rhoads, Bob
	Teacher
	
	241-4417, ext. 217
	2450 Whitechapel Place
	Thousand Oaks
	rrhoads@conejo.k12.ca.us

	Smart, Patricia
	Parent
	492-8639
	(818) 903-8058
	3274 Futura Point
	Thousand Oaks
	pksmart@aol.com

	Soules, Mike
	Parent/DAC Foundation

Alternate SSC
	493-5770
	807-1030
	2760 Capella Way
	Thousand Oaks
	mike.soules@teachscape.com 

	Traut, Jane
	Teacher
	
	241-4417, ext. 208
	2450 Whitechapel Place
	Thousand Oaks
	jtraut@conejo.k12.ca.us

	Vargas, Terry
	Parent
	492-4746
	
	2629 Whitechapel Place
	Thousand Oaks
	v6argi@verizon.net

	Webb, Michelle
	Parent
	493-5770
	
	2760 Capella Way
	Thousand Oaks
	mwdesign@intosh.net


The letters “PTA” are very familiar but many people don’t know that it stands for Parent Teacher Association.  We are very fortunate to have such a caring and active PTA that is always listening to parents and trying to supply the students and teachers whatever is needed.  I have been fortunate to have worked with this group of parents for years, and I am in awe of all that they do.  There is definitely strength in numbers, and all parents are encouraged to participate in any way they can.  I might mention that there are many actively involved fathers that have made incredible contributions in and out of the classroom.  You will be hearing from PTA a lot this year with the many wonderful programs they already have planned for parents and students.

LANG RANCH PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD 2009 - 2010

Co-President



Julia Brankovic
492-2363
jbrankovic@verizon.net
Co-President



Andrea Daniels
241-6496
crzymom2000@aol.com
1st VP Programs


Vaishali Bhargava
241-8871
ladybubb@yahoo.com
2nd VP Ways and Means

Andrea Bryman
241-9922
abryman@aol.com





Limor Godwin

492-7035
linorgodwin@aol.com
3rd VP Membership


Michelle Wiebe
492-9797
weeebster@aol.com





JoAnne Neesen
492-5893
jgolfgal@yahoo.com





Douglass Berg

630-1727
berg4@roadrunner.com
Recording Secretary


Gigi Barclay

493-1863
gigibarclay@gmail.com
Treasurer



Melissa Cahalan
492-6525
melissacahalan@verizon.net
Financial Secretary


Tara Freilich

492-6157
freilich.family@verizon.net
Auditor



Irene Pugh

493-5262
lotsoyarn@msn.com

Historian



Michele Zierer

241-7909
michelezierer@yahoo.com
Parliamentarian


Denise Reader

241-9442
dreader3@verizon.net
Take it from a parent of a 30 and soon to be 22 year old, each year passes quickly and students, parents and teachers only have one shot at making each year the best year possible.  You owe it to yourself and your child to make time in your year to support YOUR PTA.
Attendance:

For your convenience and the safety of your children, Lang Ranch will be using an Attendance Hot Line.  Please call the school voice mail system 241-4417 (press #1) before 9:00 a.m. if your child is going to be absent or tardy.  The health clerk monitors attendance very closely, as do the teachers, to make sure every child who leaves home arrives at school safely.  We wish to thank you for following this procedure very carefully, because it saves the office many hours of work and places your child’s safety first.

Health Office:

[image: image14.wmf]Our health clerk, Sherry Flavin, is at school all day long.  We also have the services of a nurse one day every other week, and she is on call.  No students may keep any medication with him/her at school.  If your child needs any medication administered during school hours, we must receive a signed doctor’s note indicating the dosage and how long the medication should be administered or the doctor can fill out the district medication form.  We also need you to fill out the district medication form.  These forms are available from the Health Office for your use or just have the doctor fax (241-4617) the information on his/her letterhead with the directions for administering the medication.  This policy is also in force for any over-the-counter medications such as Tylenol, cough drops or cough syrup. The easiest way to have an over-the-counter mediation administered is for the parent to come to the school and administer the medication.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sherry Flavin; Pam Kilgore, the office manager; or the principal (241-4417).

Student Store:

Wow!  We have the most awesome student store.  Mrs. Laura Woods, student council volunteer mom, has created a fun experience for those who work the store or for those going to it on Fridays.  The student store will be selling spirit wear the night before school opens.  If you want it, they have it.  They now carry ice creams as well as our very own license plate frames.  So stop by the store and get some of that Lang Ranch Pride.

General Mills - Box Tops for Education - Summer Contest:

We continue sponsoring a contest that runs through the summer.  Save up your Box Tops and your neighbors’ Box Tops all summer long!  We will have a contest ending September 25.  The class that has the most Box Tops by the end of September will win an ice cream treat during recess.  So, don’t throw away any Box Tops over the summer!
Office Depot/Lang Ranch Elementary Partnership:

Office Depot’s “5% Back to Schools” program has been expanded.  The program is now in affect all year.  Lang Ranch earns credits for free supplies.  Simply say you want Lang Ranch Elementary credited with any purchase you make. 

Field Trips:

Each classroom has approximately four field trips each year.  Much effort goes into the arrangement and funding of the field trips.  Due to the time sensitivity of the trips, refunds are not provided.
Student Dress:

As the principal, I am hoping that students’ dress is a no issue.  We do require all students to follow minimum standards.  Last year there were no students sent home for inappropriate dress.  When walking across our campus, it is very noticeable that the Lang Ranch students take pride in their appearance.

1. Hats can be worn to school (Not in class).

2. Baggy pants are not allowed.  The definition of “baggy pants”:

(They should remain on without a belt.

(The crotch should not be below the knees.

(The pant leg should not be dragging on the ground.

(The students’ underwear should NOT be showing.

3. Boys and girls should not wear earrings that are looped or are long enough to be pulled.  Having an earring pulled accidentally from an ear is a very unpleasant experience.

4. NO make-up is allowed.

5. Shoes should be safe for sports activities.  Open-toed sandals and shoes without secure heels are inviting trouble and should not be worn at school at any time.

6. Girls should not wear any top that allows undergarments to show or have an exposed midriff.

7. Any inappropriate expressions, logos, or pictures should not be worn to school.  Examples of this would be a shirt with an alcoholic name or logo, a picture of a person with inappropriate attire, or known gang related terms.  Parents may want to think twice before buying some of the very popular shirts such as Bad Boy, etc.  There is a message in many of the names companies have chosen, and parents should look at the names and think carefully if this is the kind of terminology they want labeling their child.

Speaking as a principal and parent, one of the joys of a K-5 school is seeing young children being allowed to remain young children and not being pushed into adulthood too early.  The dress code listed above allows our 4-11 year olds to not feel the need to become a teenager because of peer pressure.  If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call.  Remember, when your child says, “Everyone is wearing it!” It isn’t true.  The term everyone and attire never go together.

I am very fortunate to be able to speak for such a creative, gifted and talented staff.  We are all excited about the 2009-2010 school year and all of the exciting educational opportunities that will be offered to your children.  Students, parents and teachers were able to have fun last year, be part of a wonderful visual and performing arts program, and at the same time have high Star test scores.  It is our goal to provide a balanced program, and we rely on our parents to help guide us through your elementary journey.


Bring on 2009-2010,


We are ready!


Reading Make Me Smile


Reading theme for ’09-‘10
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